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SURVIVOR STORY 4 

I was kicked out of my mom's home at 16.  I spent almost two years jumping between family 

members’ houses, couch hopping and sometimes homeless.  When I was 17, I moved to Vegas 

with my father. 

In time, I decided to go to Ohio to get away from my family.  I bought my Greyhound bus ticket 

and the day before I was supposed to leave, I went to visit my dad for what I thought was the 

last time.  As I got to the local bus stop to go home that night, a car pulled up and a young girl 

and guy asked me if I wanted to go party.  That night was relatively normal:  We drank, talked 

and watched movies.  The guy asked me if I would like a ride to the Greyhound bus station 

because it was going to take hours from where I lived to get there.  I said yes.  I took a nap and 

he told me I didn't need to set an alarm because he would wake me up.  When I woke up, he 

was gone.  When he finally walked in the door, it was only four minutes before the bus was 

going to leave.  As I was thinking about what I was going to do since I now had no money, he 

gave me this ultimatum:  I could work for him for 2 weeks and he would give me the money for 

my ticket.  I looked at him and said, “It looks like you gave me no choice.” 

When the 2 weeks ended, I couldn't leave.  My trafficker was so physically violent.  I just waited 

to die, honestly.  My life was in a horrible cycle, going to the Strip at night, getting beaten when I 

got home around 7 - 9, cleaning until 12, getting my second beating, going to sleep until 1 - 3 

depending on the day, getting up to get ready until 5 - 6, getting another beating around 7 - 9.  If 

I was fed that day, I would eat after that.  Repeat. 

As time went on, I got more beatings, less sleep, and less food.  I wasn't allowed to have a cell 

phone, music, TV or drugs.  I lived on full adrenaline knowing, if I made a wrong move, I would 

die.  I couldn't cry when I was getting a beating.  I was so disconnected from my negative 

emotions. 

My trafficker gave me gangrene from a beating.  He let me walk around with it for two weeks.  I 

still had to make him money.  My body was dying.  I was dying.  He sold me to another trafficker 

because he wanted one last payout.  This second trafficker paid for me with a car.  He didn't 

know I was dying.  When at his house, I took baths to clean the infection out of my now open 

wounds.  I prolonged my death enough.  He called my first trafficker to pick me up; he said that 

he didn't pay for a dead body.  My first trafficker came and got me.  When we got alone in the 

car, he asked me why he should take me to the hospital instead of the desert.  I knew I was 

losing my last chance – I convinced him I was still working with the other trafficker.  He dropped 

me off in a neighborhood near the hospital and I walked 3/4 of a mile, stumbling across traffic, to 

get to the emergency room.  I was hospitalized for a month.  I was transferred for my safety to 

another state two weeks into my hospitalization. 

When I got my apartment 8 months after exiting, I finally felt the healing start to happen quickly.  

I feel for the first time in my life being me is enough.  I am strong and independent and often told 

I am brave.  I am most proud of the work I am doing now sharing my story and teaching 

advocates and providers what they can do differently to help more victims. 

~Anonymous, CSEC Survivor 
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